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1. Christ came.
2. Christ comes.

3. Christ will come again.




LUKE 1:5-7 (MSG)

During the rule of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest assigned service
In the regiment of Abijah. His name was Zachariah. His wife was descended
from the daughters of Aaron. Her name was Elizabeth. Together they lived
honourably before God, careful in keeping to the ways of the commandments
and enjoying a clear conscience before God. But they were childless because
Elizabeth could never concelve, and now they were quite old.

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.




LUKE 1:8-12 (MSG)

It so happened that as Zachariah was carrying out his priestly duties before
God, working the shift assigned to his regiment, it came his one turn in life to
enter the sanctuary of God and burn incense. The congregation was gathered
and praying outside the Temple at the hour of the incense offering.
Unannounced, an angel of God appeared just to the right of the altar of
Incense. Zachariah was paralyzed In fear.

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.




LUKE 1:13-15 (MSG)

But the angel reassured him, “Don’t fear, Zachariah. Your prayer has been

heard. Elizabeth, your wife, will bear a son by you. You are to name him John.
You’re going to leap like a gazelle for joy, and not only you—many will delight
INn his birth. He’ll achieve great stature with God.

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.




LUKE 1:15-18 (MSQG)

“He’ll drink neither wine nor beer. He’ll be filled with the Holy Spirit from the
moment he leaves his mother’s womb. He will turn many sons and daughters of
Israel back to their God. He will herald God’s arrival in the style and strength of
Elijah, soften the hearts of parents to children, and kindle devout understanding
among hardened skeptics—he’ll get the people ready for God.”

Zachariah said to the angel, “Do you expect me to believe this? I'm an old man
and my wife is an old woman.”

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.




LUKE 1:19-22 (MSG)

But the angel said, “| am Gabriel, the sentinel of God, sent especially to bring

you this glad news. But because you won't believe me, you’'ll be unable to say a

word until the day of your son’s birth. Every word |’ve spoken to you will come
true on time—God’s time.”

Meanwhile, the congregation waiting for Zachariah was getting restless,
wondering what was keeping him so long in the sanctuary. When he came out
and couldn’t speak, they knew he had seen a vision. He continued speechless

and had to use sign language with the people.

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.




LUKE 1:23-25 (MSG)

When the course of his priestly assignment was completed, he went back
home. It wasn’t long before his wife, Elizabeth, conceived. She went off by
herself for five months, relishing her pregnancy. “So, this is how God acts to
remedy my unfortunate condition!” she said.

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.
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LUKE 1:13 (NIV)
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.”

Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used with permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com
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- God hears what we have stopped praying.
- God is always at work, even in the silence.
- Our waiting is not wasted.




